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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

pleasure to be presenting you with another EDITION. LŦΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǳƴƴȅ Řŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

appreciate the chance to kick back for ten minutes and indulge yourself in some 

Lotus-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭy another 

ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

be back to being able to better enjoy the machines we all love so much. Assuming, of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ 

the North Island like mine currently is! 

The big news this month (as our cover photo shows) is that the new Lotus model was 

launched a fortnight ago to great fanfare and much critical acclaim. Now officially 

known as the Lotus Evora it represents a giant leap ahead for the Lotus brand and will 

Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ [ƻǘǳǎΩǎ ƳƛŘ-term future. EDITION covers the launch and gives 

some insight into the new model in addition to the preview we brought you in 

EDITION 48. 

Planning is now well underway for the 60
th

 Anniversary Lotus NZ tour and entries are 

ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦŀǎǘΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

be a fantastic fortnight of motoring and it will be great to be a part of. Make a note of 

it in your calendar as time between now and mid-October will fly past! Remember, 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

you wish to participate in, so there should be something in it for everyone. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ of insightful tech articles from CLNZ 

member Paul Aston on the merits of soda-blasting when restoring glass-fibre body 

shells and from my humble self on the recent exhaust noise law changes and how 

they will affect us as Lotus owners. 
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This month, and in every EDITION from now on, I will be including important CLNZ 

contact details (President, Committee, Membership, Newsletter Editor) ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

have these easily to hand should you require them. ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

each EDITION ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ where to find them. 

 After getting some positive feedback on the revamp of EDITION LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ 

best to tweak the format each month to make it all the more useful to you. As 

always, feedback is gratefully received and it all helps to keep this publication fresh, 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

George Maddever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ 95L¢LhbΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ first peek many of us got at the new Lotus Evora, 

which was launched in mid July and due to go on sale in Autumn 2009. The styling is 

fresh and striking while retaining a classic Lotus family identity. Coupled with a V6 

mid-engine 2+2 (or 2+0) layout the Evora looks like it could be a formidable weapon 

with which to take the fight to the German and Japanese brands that currently have a 

stranglehold on this market. 
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¢ƻƴȅ {ƘŀŎƪƭƻŎƪΩǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŀ { ƪŜŜǇǎ ¢ƻƴȅ bƛŎƪƭƛƴΩǎ 9ƭƛǎŜ мммw ¢ǳǊōƻ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴ 
the pits. 

CLUB NEWS 

Recent Events 

Fish ‘n’ Chip run to Awhitu – 13th July 2008 

 

Changeable weather scared people off this one obviously. Only two CLNZ stalwarts 

ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ wƻƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ Tony had a great blast along some 

good Auckland region roads. Hopefully the popularity of these runs picks up during 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ 

LBJ Driver training day – Pukekohe Raceway – 10th August 2008 

 

Finally Auckland turned the sunshine switch on for a great day out.  A few of us 

decided to meet up at Western Springs to convoy out together for a 9am start. There 

were approximately 30 cars that turned up with instructors supplied by the three 
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bƛŎƪ wŀȅΩǎ 9ǎǇǊƛǘ ¢ǳǊōƻ {9 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘǎΣ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻǊgeous Porsche 356 Speedster. 

clubs and a good selection of cars that took part in a very well organised day. Drivers 

followed a natural progression format of braking and slalom tests, through to cone 

circuit sprints in two sessions of 15 cars.  Each group graduated from 100km coned 

circuit familiarisation to 140km limit no helmet balance control sessions.  The last 

session was for full helmet open circuit chicaned sprints. 

The field was generally well behaved with good skill levels apparent. The only 

casualty of the day was a Jaguar brake cylinder failure and no accidents. A mufti 

patrol car on the field kept participants well behaved with experienced race drivers 

working well with beginners for an enjoyable day which the weather gods came to 

the party with the first brilliant sunshine day of the season. If you weren't there you 

missed a wonderful opportunity to get the cobwebs out of the Lotus and owner. 

A special thanks to Robin of the Jaguar club, Roger and Tony Nicklin of Club Lotus and 

Gerry from BMW club for their efforts.  The day was a classic example of interclub 

organisation with participating members gaining a great experience in their road cars. 

Kylie Adams, Roger Phillips 
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Upcoming Club Events 
 
Saturday 16

th
 August (this coming Saturday!) wŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ 

to Whitianga on the Coromandel Peninsula. This is a chance to tackle some slightly 

further-afield roads, with the Coromandel offering some of the best roads and 

scenery NZ has to offer. Roger Phillips and Tony Nicklin are organizing this and 

accommodation will be up to individuals to organise. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ млŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .t ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ at the top of the Bombay hills and start 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ LǘΩƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǳǇΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳκŦƻƻŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 

journey at its best! 

A dinner has been booked at ά¢ƘŜ CƛǊŜǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛƴ ²ƘƛǘƛŀƴƎŀ ŀǘ тΥолǇƳ 

(www.thefireplace-restaurant.com) and they cater for all tastes. Their menu is 

viewable on their website. The Fireplace is a short stroll from the Whitianga Hotel 

(www.whitiangahotel.co.nz) where people can meet at 6:00pm for a few pre-dinner 

drinks. 

Accommodation is up to individuals but here are a few recommendations, with 

something to suit a range of tastes/budgets. 

Lower/mid priced: 
Mana Nui Motel ς www.mananui.co.nz  
Oceanside Motel and apartments ς www.oceansidemotel.co.nz           
Anchorage Motel ς www.whitianga.co.nz/anchorage/  
Whitianga Hotel ς www.whitiangahotel.co.nz  
  
  
Higher priced  for those who require more luxury: 
The Esplanade Apartments ς www.theesplanade.co.nz  
Marina Park Apartments ς  www.marinapark.co.nz  
  
LŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǳƛǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ the following Whitianga accommodation 
web site. 
  
www.jasons.com/newzealand/whitianga  

http://www.thefireplace-restaurant.com/
http://www.whitiangahotel.co.nz/
http://www.mananui.co.nz/
http://www.oceansidemotel.co.nz/
http://www.whitianga.co.nz/anchorage/
http://www.whitiangahotel.co.nz/
http://www.theesplanade.co.nz/
http://www.marinapark.co.nz/
http://www.jasons.com/newzealand/whitianga
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Staying overnight is optional, if you should wish to join in for just the day, although 

bear in mind the distance and time behind the wheel for safety. 

October ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ [ƻǘǳǎΩǎ сл
th

 

Anniversary. Roger Phillips is organizing this and details have now been confirmed. 

Go to http://www.lotuscars.net.nz/lotus60th/ to check out the event and to sign up 

your interest. Booking is essential for certain parts of this trip, especially those 

wishing to join in on the trip across to the South Island and the non-competitive 

trackdays. Participants may choose to do part of or all of the tour as they wish and 

may join / leave to do their own thing at any time. Roger is happy to answer any 

enquiries about the event and bookings are now beinƎ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

doing part (or all) of this fantastic tour, please let Roger know soon so that he can 

firm up on bookings etc. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎκǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŀǊ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

some of our best NZ roads and scenery with some like-minded people. If you know of 

ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿΗ 

 

http://www.lotuscars.net.nz/lotus60th/


 

7 
 

Items in italics are yet to be confirmed. The committee welcomes feedback/input 

from members who wish to assist with planning such an event. External club 

motorsport dates listed in red along with their organizing club. 

CLUB CALENDAR 
Month Day Details 

Aug 
Sat 16

th
 

Sun 17
th 

 
Whitianga 2 day tour (overnighter) ς Departing Bombay BP 
10am Saturday. 

Sep 
Sat 13

th
 60

th
 Tour briefing @ Salty Dog Tavern, 6pm Snells Beach 

Sat 13
th

 
Sun 14

th
 

HRC Icebreaker (Historic Racing Club) 

Oct 

Sat 4
th

 Sun 
5

th
 

Spring Classic ς Taupo full circuit (TACCOC) 

Fri 10
th

 60
th

 anniversary 60 Lotus cars NZ tour departs Auckland Domain 
@ 10am 

Nov 
Sat 22

nd
  

Sun 23
rd

 
Waiuku Flying 50 Street Sprint 
 

 Sun 30
th

 CLNZ Sprints track day ς Pukekohe Raceway 

Dec Sun 7
th

 Christmas Breakfast / Show & Shine (venue TBC) 

2009 

Jan 
- No ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΣ Ωлф 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ 

Sat 24
th

 
Sun 25

th
 

HRC Tasman GP ς Pukekohe (Historic Racing Club) 

Feb 

- 3-day tour inc. Taupo trackday 

Sat 7
th

 Sun 
8

th
 

New Zealand Classic Car Weekend (Saturday ς NZCC Auckland 
region tours; Sunday ς Ellerslie Inter-marque Concours) 

Mar 

Mon 2
nd

 Classic Race Meeting ς Hampton Downs (TACCOC) 

- Muriwai Gannet Colony drive 
b½ [ŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜƭ άEvoraέ 
CLNZ Sprints track day ς Pukekohe 

Apr - Grass Motorkhana 

May - Manawatu Tour inc. Manfeild Trackday 



 

8 
 

9ǾƻǊŀΩǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нллу [ƻƴŘƻƴ aƻǘƻǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ 

LOTUS NEWS 

Evora Launched 
 

As reported in EDITION 48 [ƻǘǳǎΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ aƻǘƻǊ {Ƙƻǿ 

on July 22
nd
Φ [ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ŀƎƭŜέ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά9ǘƘƻǎέΦ ! ƭŀst minute change by 

the marketing department led to the car being christened Evora, which threw many 

people off! 

What we can report is that the car is looking like a bit of a stunner (see cover photo 

and those shown hereύ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ ά[ƻǘǳǎέ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

very fresh and modern design. Given that manufacturers often struggle to make a 

2+2 variant look as well-proportioned as 2-seater sports cars, Lotus has succeeded 

ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ 

the car as a 2+2, many claiming not to believe the fitment of rear seats until photos 

started to turn up on internet forums. The rear seats are there, however, and despite 

it being very much a 2+2 (as opposed to a genuine 4-seater) the rear seats look very 
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Interior appointments are as expected for a modern sports/GT car. 
Certainly driverςfocussed, yet plush enough for comfortable long-

distance motoring 

ǳǎŜŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛŘ-

engine platform as well makes the feat all the more impressive.  

The Evora is powered by a Toyota/Lexus-sourced 3.5L V6 engine producing 275bhp in 

base tune driving a 6-speed manual gearbox. Kerb weight is said to be around 

1300kg. While these figures might seem to be none-too-spectacular, the kerb weight 

is for the first 200 cars, which will be fully-optioned with build numbers thereafter 

being available with a full range of selectable options. 0-60mph for these cars is said 

to be 5.0 seconds, putting it on a par with the similarly priced Porsche Cayman S. The 

ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ άōŀǎŜ ǘǳƴŜέ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǘǳǎ Ŏƻnfirming that a higher 

power (expect ~315bhp) naturally aspirated version becoming available in a year or 

two. Lotus also says that a forced-induction (most likely supercharged) variant will 

soon begin 

development, the 

package being 

designed to 

accommodate this 

from the outset. 

This variant is 

likely to appear in 

2011 alongside an 

Evora convertible, 

which will also be 

about the same 

time the next 

generation Esprit 

is due for launch.  

Given that Toyota themselves have a 306bhp variant of the same engine in the Lexus 

άD{έ ŀƴŘ άL{έ ǎŜŘŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǎǳǇŜǊŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ ƪƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀΩǎ 

racing subsidiary TRD, expect to see aftermarket tuners pre-ŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ [ƻǘǳǎΩǎ ƻǿƴ άƎƻ 

ŦŀǎǘŜǊέ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Lotus confirm that Evora will also be available with a paddle-shifting automatic 

ƎŜŀǊōƻȄ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ωлф ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘǎ ǳǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀƴ 
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9ǾƻǊŀΩǎ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾe and modern from any angle. Traditional 
Lotus design cues in evidence throughout. 

ŀǳǘƻ ΨōƻȄ ƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄƻǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻrting, dual-clutch semi-automatic gearbox is yet to 

be confirmed. In doing so it will make Lotus history as the first Lotus officially 

available with an automatic transmission (although the Type 14 Elite was produced 

with an automatic gearbox to special order, this was never an official option). While 

many may decry the thought of a Lotus with an auto maǘƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

world, the model could not hope to be a commercial success without one, especially 

not in the lucrative US market, where the Evora is hoping to really expand the Lotus 

brand. 

!ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǾƻǊŀ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ Ωлф ό!ǳǘǳƳƴ Ωлф ƘŜǊŜύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀǘ ŀ 

base price of £45,000. Fully optioned versions will be at least £10,000 dearer but the 

options list will be comprehensive, including satellite navigation, climate air 

conditioning and adjustable traction control similar to the system employed on the 

Lotus 2-ElevenΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ŀ άнҌлέ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

rear seat is deleted in favour of extra storage space. Both the 2+0 and 2+2 variants 

will share identical external dimensions. 9ǾƻǊŀΩǎ ōƻƻǘ is said to be large enough to 

ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ άǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƭǳōǎέΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ōƻƻǘ 

will be available behind the engine as well as the extra carrying capacity afforded by 

the rear seat/cargo layout. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

difficult time to 

be launching a 

new model, with 

the global 

automotive 

market feeling 

the heat of the 

current financial 

downturn, Lotus 

are really 

broadening their 

appeal with Evora, especially in the US. As brilliant as and versatile as the Elise 

platform has proven, including many spin-off models (340R, Exige, 2-Eleven, Europa 

and GM VX220/Speedster), there are o nly so many ways the design of such a niche 
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Eco Elise ς Basically a slightly lighter Elise S 
with a new light on the dashboard. 

vehicle can be modified. The good news for the Elise/Exige is that now Lotus has a 

model to fill the Grand Touring role, future Elise/Exige models should be free to 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ άƭŜǎǎ ŦǊƛƭƭǎΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭǎέΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ 

those of us who are dismayed at how the once bulimic Elise at 690kg is able to tip the 

scales just shy of a metric tonne when fully optioned. 

For more information and a full set of specifications, visit www.lotusevora.com. 

George Maddever 

Lotus Announces Two New Elise Variants 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ [ƻǘǳǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƴŜǿ 9ƭƛǎŜ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ 

and June/July has been no different! 

CƛǊǎǘ ǳǇ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά9Ŏƻ 9ƭƛǎŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƻƴ 

[ƻǘǳǎΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƛǊǘǳŜǎ ƻf 

άtŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƛƎƘǘ-ǿŜƛƎƘǘέ ƛƴ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ άtŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

environmental kind. 

Based on the entry-level Elise S, the Eco 

trims 32kg from the kerb weight of the S 

allowing it to achieve lower carbon 

emissions and greater fuel economy as 

well as even greater performance. The 

Eco also has an integrated gear-shift 

display mounted in the dash binnacle 

that informs the driver of optimum shift 

points to achieve optimal fuel economy 

and exhaust emissions levels. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 9Ŏƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ƭŜŀǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ 

in terms of environmentally friendly cars, 

it does make a point that Lotus are well 

placed given their existing company ethos 

http://www.lotusevora.com/
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[ƻǘǳǎ /ƭŀǊƪ ¢ȅǇŜ нр 9ƭƛǎŜ {/Τ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΗ 

to develop greener cars for the future. Whereas other sports car manufacturers have 

seen their cars trying to out-trump each other in the horsepower department, Lotus 

has always taken the road less-travelled in achieving similar results with less via 

ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊonment where more polluting cars are being taxed 

off Western roads, the Elise becomes an even more attractive proposition to the 

motorist looking for something more involving. 

June also saw the unveiling of the limited-ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ά/ƭŀǊƪ ¢ȅǇŜ нр 9ƭƛǎŜ {/έΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

the existing supercharged Elise SC model, the Clark Type 25 commemorates the 25 

Grands Prix victories Lotus driver Jim Clark won throughout his career before his 

tragic death at HoŎƪŜƴƘŜƛƳ ƛƴ мфсуΦ bƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ά¢ȅǇŜ нр 

9ƭƛǎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǘǳǎ нр Dt ŎŀǊ ό[ƻǘǳǎΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Dt /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

car), the Clark Type 25 features a Single Yellow stripe on non-metallic BRG paintwork 

more faithfully replicating that of the Type 25 GP car than the earlier Type 25 Elise, 

which sported twin 

yellow stripes on 

metallic LRG (Lotus 

Racing Green) paint. The 

Clark Type 25 

incorporates a 

removable hardtop as 

standard equipment as 

well as lightweight Lotus 

Sport Alloy wheels of 

similar design to those 

on the Sport Exige 240R. 

The interior of the Clark Type 25 includes retro appointments including red-on-black 

leather seats and a beechwood gearknob, again paying homage to the original Type 

25 GP racer. The Clark Type 25 is available only in the UK and Ireland at a price of 

£35,995 and includes £5,750 worth of options for just a £3,445 premium over a 

standard Elise SC. 

George Maddever 
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¢ƘŜ нсw ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀΩǎ ŘƻƴƻǊ {о ōƻŘȅǎƘŜƭƭ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŘŀ 
blasting process. 

TECH SECTION 
 

This month, EDITON ōǊƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ from time 

to time when members submit articles that may be of interest to the rest of us. This 

month, Paul Aston gives us an informative look into the useful process of soda-

blasting to safely strip back GRP (fibreglass) bodywork using the example of his 

recently completed work on his Elan Type 26R replica. The Editor also adds his two 

cents regarding what you may or may not know about new exhaust noise restrictions, 

which came into effect in June. 

Soda Blasting Glassfibre 
 

For the last 20 years plus I have been collecting parts for the original Lotus Elan, with 

a view to building a replica of the racing version of the car The Elan 26R. The plan has 

gained greater momentum in recent years. 12 months ago I purchased a tatty but 

original Elan S3 

bodyshell. The 

bodyshell is to form 

the platform for my 

project. 

Since 1966 the shell 

has accumulated 

several layers of paint 

and spray filler. Along 

with a number of 

repairs some good 

some botched.  I was 

therefore faced with 

the task of removing 

all the paint and filler 

from the bodyshell. I 
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had read all the books I could find on how to restore fibreglass body  work. All of them 

suggested that the best way to remove the paint was a labour intensive process 

involving scraping, stripping and sanding. Alternatively, careful use of specialist water 

based paint strippers was recommended. 

In November last year I was lucky enough to be in the UK on business and was able to 

visit The Classic Car Show at The NEC in Birmingham. One of the stands at the show 

featured a fully restored Elan Plus 2. This car had probably one of the best paint 

finishes that I had seen on an early lotus. From talking to the guys on the stand, I 

discovered that they had started the restoration with a basket case car with (looking 

at the pictures they had of the build); a bodyshell in not dissimilar condition to the 

shell I had in New Zealand. Their shell also started with many layers of paint and a 

number of botched repairs. 

I asked how they had got on with the process of removing the paint from the shell. 

They informed me that they had had the Plus 2 body shell soda blasted. 

Using soda blasting they were able to remove one layer of paint at a time. Until 

reaching the last layer of grey primer originally put on the shell at the Lotus factory. 

The other significant advantage of the process being that the process is sufficiently 

gentle so that it does not damage the fibreglass below. Soda blasting also does not 

leave any residue after cleaning. The process leaves the shell clear of paint and filler. 

It is then easy to assess the condition of the shell and the remedial work required. 

On returning to New Zealand, I set about researching soda blasting locally. To see if 

there was anyone in HawkeΩs Bay able to help. I eventually got hold of Neil Hammond 

of Soda Blast HawkeΩs Bay. Neil had recently purchased the business. Whist he had 

not done work on a fibreglass car body. He had used the system to remove anti-foul 

from the hulls of fibreglass boats. I had an old S3/4 boot lid that I did not plan to use 

in my project. Neil took that away to trial the system. A couple of days later Neil 

returned with the boot lid. It had taken a little bit of trial and error but after a while 

he had got the pressures and the soda right. The results were excellent. The 9 layers 

of paint and filler had been removed. The old filler in the bodged repairs had been 

removed. The cracks in the gel coat were easy to see. The original grey primer 

remained were it had not been removed by previous repairs. 
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This shot clearly shows the blasting underway, with the front panel now back to bare 
glass fibre on the left while the right is still in primer. 

Neil and I then agreed on how we would go about removing the paint and filler from 

the body shell and other parts. This included the engine bay the underside of the 

shell and the inside of the shell.  

Neil and I found a suitable area to do the work. Weed matting is laid on the floor to 

collect the blasting agent.  A tent was then set up to contain the blasting and the elan 

body shell rolled in. Neil then set about blasting the shell. He used a softer grade soda 

for the external bodywork faces of the car. Using the softer material is more time 

consuming but is gentler. He then used a harder, more abrasive soda to remove 

paint, underseal etc. from the inside and underside of the car. 

In all the process took about 8 hours with 4.5 hours being the actual blasting time. 

Following blasting the car was then hot water blasted to remove any soda residue. 
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Front right guard of the S3 shell showing the drastic 
transformation soda blasting can give. Back to bare fibreglass, 

no fuss, no damage, with very little effort. 

Overall I am very 

happy with the 

results. All paint has 

been removed even 

in those hard to 

access areas around 

the doors, in the 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōŀȅ ŜǘŎΧΦ L ŀƳ 

left with a clean if 

flawed canvas to start 

the transformation of 

the bodyshell from S3 

convertible to a 26R 

replica shell. The S3 

shell had had many 

botched repairs that 

were previously 

hidden by the layers of paint. However the areas that I wanted to retain were pretty 

much in good order even after 40 years. 

I would recommend the soda blast process to anyone seeking to remove paint from 

fibreglass on either large or difficult to access areas. For me spending one day 

blasting as opposed to weeks with sand papers, chisels and grinders is a far better 

option. 

Paul Aston 

Exhaustive New Noise Regulations 
 

As of 1
st

 June this year, Land Transport New Zealand (now known as the NZ Transport 

Agency) introduced tighter controls over the allowable exhaust noise levels that 

vehicles are permitted to make. Previously, the law stated that an exhaust could be 

άƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǳŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘέ ŀƴd this was 

just a subjective test at WOF time or when checked at the roadside by a police 
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aƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ [ƻǘǳǎΩǎ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΚ 

officer. The impetus of this was so that police and the WOF inspectors had the 

authority to remove the nosiest offenders from the roads. However, in the face of 

growing public discontent with the number of cars that blatantly flouted these laws, 

there has been a tightening of the regulations surrounding exhausts and the noise 

they make. 

Firstly, and most significantly, an OBJECTIVE noise test has been introduced. The 

pŜǊƳƛǎǎƛōƭŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƛǎ флŘ. ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ Ǉƻǎǘ Ωур ŀƴŘ 

first registered after June this year and 95dB for all other cases (that is, manufactured 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ωур ƻǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WǳƴŜ ΩлуύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ-riding rule to this is that 

if your exhaust is original equipment (and in good working order) you are immune to 

these new laws and can be basically as loud as you like. For example, Ferraris and the 

like who have always been loud are exempt so long as the exhaust system remains 

unmodified. 

The WOF process is unchanged, but if the inspector (or a police officer at a roadside 

check) believes that your car is close to or over this limit, you will be instructed to 

undertake this objective test. This test is available at selected accredited agents and 

will cost about $175 to have done and will be at your expense. If your car fails, you 

will not be able 

to get a new 

WOF or drive 

your car until you 

make it comply. 

If it does pass, 

your exhaust will 

have a 

compliance 

sticker attached 

to it (a heat 

resistant one 

obviously) and an 

accompanying 

certificate of 

compliance that schematically shows the configuration of your exhaust when tested 
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Artistic sculpture in tubular form... but is it legal? 

(this is to prevent people modifying a complied exhaust and then claiming the original 

compliance stands. 

While this new law should not really change things a great deal for the majority of 

motorists, in its first two months of implementation it seems that this may have 

bigger flow-on effects for us car enthusiasts than originally thought. Because there is 

now this objective test, both police and WOF inspectors have taken much more of a 

άǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳŎƪέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ 

exhaust or sounds any louder than a standard Toyota Corolla. This then shoulders 

their responsibility off to the noise-testers, but then also means that the offending 

ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǎŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŘƻƴŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƪƛŎƪŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǿ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳsly been put in place as an attempt to 

curb ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ōƻȅǊŀŎŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 

headline-ƎǊŀōōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎΦ Lƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 

actually got more far-reaching implications. Somewhat perversely, the law has also 

been changed so that the roadside fine for having a noisy exhaust is $150 but ALSO 

includes a 25 demerit point licence penalty. This means that in New Zealand, driving a 

car with a noisy exhaust is considered more dangerous than running a red light, 

which only carries a 20 

demerit point licence 

penalty. Absurd! 

Given that the Police 

can shoulder 

responsibility off to the 

testing stations as to 

whether the exhaust 

complies or not (at the 

ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ 

expense), anecdotal 

evidence seems to 

show that many 

officers are adopting 

ŀƴ άƛŦ ƛƴ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀ 
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ŦƛƴŜέ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀ ŦǊǳƛǘȅ-sounding car drives past. Given the lovely noises that 

most of our Lotuses can emit, especially the classics, this is somewhat concerning. It 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ άƎǳƛƭǘȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘέ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ 

an original specification exhaust system, arguing this with a police officer at the 

roadside is likely to be a futile ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ 

of having your car checked over and then defending the charge in court if you do not 

wish to cop the fine and demerit point penalty. LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 

can use to just book you for άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

look of you as they have no obligation to use anything other than their judgment to 

issue you with an infringement notice. 

So what does this all mean? What should you do if you think you might be at risk of 

falling foul of this law change? Well if your exhaust system is unmodified, it might be 

useful to read up on the LTSA website here: http://www.ltsa.govt.nz/vehicle-

ownership/noisy-vehicle.html. It may be useful to print this out and highlight the 

wording of the regulations and keep it in your glove box should you ever get pulled 

up by a police officer or at WOF time. This will help when pleading your case. If your 

exhaust IS modified (what exactly constitutes modified is also open for 

ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴύ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǎƛōƭȅ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ 

police patrol and hope that your WOF agent is sympathetic to the plight of classic and 

sports cars. 

George Maddever 

  

http://www.ltsa.govt.nz/vehicle-ownership/noisy-vehicle.html
http://www.ltsa.govt.nz/vehicle-ownership/noisy-vehicle.html
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CLUB CONTACTS 
 

President:  Roger Phillips 

Ph 021 512 568 E-mail: president@clublotus.org.nz 

Membership Enquiries: Tony Ingram 

Ph: 021 362 124 E-mail: membership@clublotus.org.nz 

Magazine Enquiries: George Maddever 

Ph: 021 283 2798 E-mail: editor@clublotus.org.nz 

Motorsport Enquiries: Rex Oddy 

Ph: 021 758 851 E-Mail: oddy.consulting@clear.net.nz 

For general club matters, please e-mail committee@clublotus.org.nz as this will e-

mail all of the committee members. SincŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ 

contacting the committee as a whole is the best way to bring matters to our 

attention. 
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